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Introductions

Name

Your Organization
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Desired Outcomes

• Understand the impacts of COVID-19 on water issues

• Learn about the important roles protecting Virginia’s forests plays in 

meeting our mission

• Collectively decide on WET structure moving forward
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Comprehensive 

Health

Public Health

Policy

Clinical & 

Community Care

Public 

Awareness

What is WET?

All Virginians Have Access to Safe, Trusted, 
Affordable, Fluoridated Water – and they drink it!



COVID-19 Effects on Water

May 21, 2020



COVID-19 Effects on Water: Petersburg
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Discussion

How have you seen COVID affect water equity?
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Virginia Department of Forestry
Forests, Watersheds and Water Quality

Water Equity Taskforce Meeting
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Drinking Water From Forests – Southeast US

50% of drinking water in South comes from forests (418 billion m3/year)

44% comes from S&PF (370 billion m3/year); Family Forests is largest contributor 
among all forest ownership (27% of total)

245 million acres (40% of total land area in S); 86% of Southern forests are privately 
owned

National Forests provide more than 50% of water supply for 50 communities serving 
820k people

S&PF provide more than 50% of water supply for 641 communities serving 13 million 
people

58 million people get some portion of their drinking water from S&PF 



Forests at a Glance



Who Owns Virginia’s Forests?



Forest Types



In Virginia

62% of VA is forested (16.3 million acres, 9.13 million private, 561,000 state)

68% is owned by SPF

SPF accounts for 68% of surface water

47% of all surface water originates on SPF

429 surface drinking water intakes, serving 52% of the total population (4.3 million)

300 surface water intakes serve an additional 5.9 million people outside of VA in 196 
communities (AL, IL, IN, KY, LA, MD, MS, NC, OH, SC, TN, WV)



Drinking Water From Forests – Virginia

Source: Liu, et.al. – USFS Southern Research Station



Drinking Water From Forests – Virginia

Source: Liu, et.al. – USFS Southern Research Station



Other Forest Connections

Provisioning 

 Water supply, timber production, food, biomass for renewable energy production

Regulating

 Water filtration, flood mitigation, temp. regulation, air quality, carbon, erosion

Supporting

 Soil fertility, wildlife habitat, pollination

Cultural

 Recreation

 Scenic beauty

 Tourism



Value of Our Forests

ECONOMICS!

108,000 jobs

$21.5 Billion (#3 industry)

A prosperous and diverse forest industry depends on 
healthy, sustainable, working forests.

Forests require investments



Quick Example

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfqOOqz0RhU&feat
ure=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfqOOqz0RhU&feature=youtu.be


Key Messages

Healthy Forests = Clean Water

Watershed condition affects water quality/quantity

Clean water is less expensive to treat

Loss of forests can impact water resources

Healthy forested watersheds provide numerous improvements to our 

quality of life.

 Air

 Water

 Habitat

 Carbon sequestration

 Recreation

 Health



Questions?

Terry Lasher

Assistant State Forester

terry.lasher@dof.virginia.gov

434-220-9095

mailto:terry.lasher@dof.virginia.gov


Water Equity – Nat’l Framework
(with some Virginia tweaks!)
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Our Mission: All Virginians have access to safe, trusted, 
affordable, fluoridated water – and they drink it!

US Water
Alliance

• All people have access to clean, 

safe, affordable water 

• There is community resilience in 

the face of a changing climate

• The community and economic 

benefits of water infrastructure 

investment are maximized

Virginia-specific: 

Virginians choose tap water 

as their preferred beverage



Water Equity Roadmap
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WET Cleveland Roadmap Example

• Population

• Race, Ethnicity, and 
Language

• Income

• Employment

• Poverty

• Educational Attainment 
and Literacy

• Housing and 
Residential Segregation
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• Aging infrastructure

• Affordability

• Water quality

• Climate Impacts

• Flooding

• Identify target areas

• Public engagement

• Affordability

• Climate impacts and 
resiliency

• Workforce 
Development

Background Challenges Priorities for Action



Virginia’s WET Roadmap

• Population

• Race, Ethnicity, and 
Language

• Income

• Employment

• Poverty

• Educational

• Housing
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• Aging infrastructure

• Lack of well funding

• Water affordability

• Water quality in rural 
areas

• Forest preservation

Background Challenges Priorities for Action

?
Emphasis on nutrition 
and public health
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Virginia’s Water Equity Challenges

• Private well regulation revisions

• Rainwater harvesting regulations

• PFOA/PFAS

• Ground water management areas

• Lack of funding for testing well water

• Lack of funding for fixing well water

• Lack of trust of tap water

• Confusing CCR

• Unequitable water bills

• Lead

• Natural & man-made disasters

• Harmful algal blooms

• Chemical spills

• Aging Infrastructure

• Unregulated contaminants

• $8.1 Billion infrastructure challenge

• Unknown inventory and incomplete 

maps

• Infrastructure expensive to replace



Discussion: how to develop Virginia’s Roadmap?
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• How to move forward

• Partners take the lead

• Shared work between partners and Catalyst

• Catalyst takes the lead

• New workgroup
• Roadmap Steering Committee (2 meetings)

• How to decide priorities for action
• Convene WET to decide

• Breakout session at Summit

• Timeline

• Finished by October 8th: Virginia Oral Health Summit



Thank you!

May 21, 2020


