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VaOHC Offices, Richmond VA 
 
Meeting Summary: 
 

• Providing school-based oral health services in Chesterfield remains a priority, however, progress 
will require patience.  Eric Tolkin with Smile Virginia provided a sample RFP to the school health 
officer who would be in charge of identifying an appropriate school-based provider if they move 
forward; the intent was to make procurement as easy as possible for the county.  He will follow 
up in the coming weeks. 

• Increasing consent rates also remains a priority, however, there has been limited enthusiasm 
from area schools, given all they are wrestling with, to allocate staff time or resources to focus 
on a project/pilot to increase the return rate.  Workgroup members will continue to reach out to 
relevant partners as appropriate. 

• There was a great deal of discussion about the differences between the Smile Virginia and VDH 
school-based models (Smile Virginia provides preventive and restorative services to insured 
children; VDH provides prevention services, including sealants, to all children at a school).  Each 
model has benefits, and each results in kids who still need care.  VDH and Smile Virginia are 
going to meet outside of the workgroup to identify potential collaborative opportunities and 
discuss model differences. 

• At the meeting, Tonya Adiches, the state dental director, shared information about a state-wide 
workgroup focused on school-based oral health care (full description below – the workgroup 
and subsequent outcomes are a deliverable of the states’ CDC Oral Health Infrastructure 
grant.  You can read a full description of the proposed workgroup below. The group discussed 
the benefits that the workgroup will bring to the state, and specifically the Richmond area, and 
that even though the group will have a statewide focus it will provide valuable information that 
will inform oral health for the school-age population, ultimately strengthening the work of this 
workgroup.  It was also noted that there would be significant overlap in membership among the 
two groups.   

 
Next Steps: 

• Next meeting is Feb 20th at 10 am- VaOHC Offices- Jefferson Room 
• The workgroup members decided to continue efforts in Richmond and Chesterfield while 

broadening the focus of the group to meet the needs of the CDC grant (summary of workgroup 
below).  This is intended to minimize meeting fatigue and more importantly ensure high-quality 
outcomes from the state-wide school-based oral health care workgroup to better support 
efforts in Richmond/Petersburg. 
 


