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November 2013 Newsletter
Oral Health in Virginia Legislature
  

The Virginia Oral Health Coalition closely
monitors legislation in the Commonwealth to
ensure that new and existing policies support
access to oral health services and reinforce the
relationship between oral health and overall
health. 

  
Of note, the Joint Commission on Health Care, in response to its
study of the cost of untreated dental disease, recently voted on
several policy options (pg. 24), as a result the Commission will:

Introduce a budget amendment to expand preventive
dental benefits for pregnant woman enrolled in Medicaid*;
and, 
Study the dental capacity and educational priorities of
Virginia's oral health safety net providers.

*This option was proposed by the Secretary of Health and Human
Resources, William Hazel, Jr., MD.
  
There are several ways that you can impact oral health access during
the upcoming legislative session.
  
Webinar: Preview of General Assembly 2014
  
Join the Coalition's Preview of General Assembly 2014 webinar on
Wednesday, December 18 at 10:00 a.m.  The webinar will include a
review of the Governor's budget, a Medicaid expansion update, and
additional opportunities to expand dental benefits for underserved
populations. 
  
To RSVP for the webinar, email Samantha by Friday, December 13.
  
2014 Oral Health Legislative Day
  
Join Coalition staff, board members and partners at the Virginia
General Assembly the morning of Wednesday, January 29, 2014, to
speak to your legislators about oral health.  This is an excellent

http://www.vaoralhealth.org/?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://www.vaoralhealth.org/about-us/quarterly-meetings/?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://www.vaoralhealth.org/about-us/quarterly-meetings/?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.650724404947943.1073741826.338926882794365&type=1&l=cadc2ef400
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.650724404947943.1073741826.338926882794365&type=1&l=cadc2ef400
http://jchc.virginia.gov/4.%20Untreated%20Dental%20Disease%20(color).pdf?utm_source=October+2013&utm_campaign=October+2013&utm_medium=archive&utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://jchc.virginia.gov/Decision%20Matrix%20FINAL%20NO%20watermark.pdf?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
mailto:sdorr@vaoralhealth.org


Students practice
drilling teeth

Back to top

Home Visiting
Program Shown
to Increase
Dental Homes
 

Haldiman and
Brickhouse

  
Coalition board chair
Dr. Tegwyn Brickhouse
and vice chair Robin
Haldiman recently co-
authored an article for
Pediatrics based on a
partnership formed
between VCU School
of Dentistry and CHIP
of Roanoke Valley.
  
VCU dental students,
in partnership with
area dentists, provided
oral health education
and fluoride varnish
through CHIP's home
visiting program - the
result was an increase
in the number of
children with a dental
home.
  
Read the entire study
from Pediatrics
  
Back to top

Please Take a Moment
to Support the

Coalition's work

 
 
Read about the
Coalition's
accomplishments

opportunity to make a direct impact on oral
health-related legislation!  The Coalition will
provide talking points and make appointments
for all attendees.
  
Register online for the 2014 Legislative Day by
Wednesday, January 22.
  
Back to top 

Interprofessional Spotlight: Jefferson College of
Health Sciences
 

Physician assistant (PA) students at Roanoke's
Jefferson College of Health Sciences are gaining
more than just medical training. Thanks
to academic coordinator Sara Nicely, MPAS, PA-C,
PA students are now exposed to a formal oral
health curriculum, presented by medical and
dental providers and a pharmacist.  As a result,
program graduates will provide oral health
services to nearly 3,000 patients each week - a
number that will grow as more graduates enter
the workforce.

 
Among many key skills, the curriculum will teach students how regular
dental treatment can help manage diabetes and how incorporating
oral health services in a well baby visit may keep children out of the
operating room for dental care.
 
Ms. Nicely says her involvement in the Coalition's medical and dental
collaboration initiative sparked her to incorporate the oral health
curriculum and to plan her doctoral dissertation around the impact of
the curriculum on future medical providers. 
 
Back to top 

Of Interest
  
Oral Health and Overall Health
 
Oral health and overall health are fundamentally
intertwined. The following links present current
information on how oral health is connected to overall
health and well-being.  
 

HPV and Oropharyngeal Cancer
Oral Bacteria as "Fingerprint"
Tooth Brushing and Heart Disease Prevention
Alzheimer's and Oral Health (see third bullet)

  
______________________ 
 
 Early Childhood Caries Cause of Most Canadian Preschoolers'

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/132/Supplement_2/S147.full.html?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=6Y8YLDB2KP2D2
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs103/1104052160144/archive/1111605810544.html
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=qubgkheab&oeidk=a07e8l1rjx3891f013e&utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://www.vaoralhealth.org/resources/oral-health-and-overall-health/?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=orc&pag=dis&ItemID=314330&wf=1648&utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://researchnews.osu.edu/archive/oralbac.htm?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://www.mailman.columbia.edu/news/brushing-your-teeth-could-prevent-heart-disease?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive
http://www.dentistryiq.com/articles/2013/10/american-academy-of-oral-systemic-health-holds-annual-scientific-conference.html?utm_source=November+2013&utm_campaign=November+2013&utm_medium=archive


 
Please check with your HR
department to find out if
your gift can be matched. 

 

 

Surgeries
  
The Canadian Institute for Health Information has
found that 19,000 surgeries are performed each
year on children younger than six to treat early
childhood caries (cavities) - a preventable disease. 
Nearly all (99.6 percent) were performed under general anesthesia
at a cost of over $21 million Canadian. 
 
Read the full article from Dr. Bicuspid
  
______________________ 
 
 Colocating RDHs into Medical Practices - A Feasibility Study
  
A group of researchers recently tested the feasibility of
colocating registered dental hygienists (RDHs) into
medical practices. The results showed that colocating the
RDHs in medical practices is feasible and is an innovative
model to provide preventive oral health services to
disadvantaged children.
  
Read the abstract from Journal of Public Health Dentistry
  
______________________ 
 
Back to top

Please visit our website for more oral health information
www.vaoralhealth.org
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