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Health Opportunity Index



Life expectancy by census tract, 
metropolitan Richmond



Life expectancy by census tract, 
Richmond City
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Source: Richmond Magazine, June 2015



WHO Conceptual Model

From: A Conceptual Model for Taking Action on the Social Determinants of Health. Geneva: World 
Health Organization, 2010





Why the Differences?



Place matters



The built environment





Life expectancy, Fairfax County, 
by census tract



Seminary Hill vs. Beauregard, Alexandria 





“The Harlem of the South”

Eggleston Hotel                                                                Hippodrome Theater



Redlining map, Richmond, 1937

Digital Scholarship Lab, University of Richmond



Divided by the Richmond-Petersburg 
Turnpike (Interstate 95)



Segregation by design



Mosby Court



Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church



Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church



Policies matter



Source: http://dsl.richmond.edu/holc/pages/home

HOLC map, 1937

Life Expectancy at 
Birth, 2002-11



Concentrated Poverty in Richmond

Source: Housing Opportunities Made Equal of Virginia:  Where 
You Live Makes All The Difference:  An Opportunity Map of the 
Richmond Region





Indicator
Gilpin Court 
(Tract 301)

Westover Hills
(Tract 606)

% of Population 16+ years that are 
unemployed

19.1 2.2

% of insured population with private 
health insurance

10.7 84.6

% of total population with no health 
insurance

16.7 5.8

% of families whose income in the past 
12 months is below the federal poverty 
level

73.2 1.1

Source: 5-year estimates from the 2009-2013 American Community Survey

Gilpin Court vs Westover Hills, 2009-13



Trammel, Virginia





Rising mortality rates among middle-aged 
non-Hispanic whites in Virginia

Accidental drug 
overdose

Suicide
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Mortality rates (per 100,000), non-Hispanic whites, ages 40-54 years, 
Virginia, 1995-2014



Rising alcohol-related deaths among middle-
aged non-Hispanic whites, Virginia

Accidental 
alcohol 

poisoning

Alcoholic 
liver disease

Liver cancer
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Economic distress in Virginia



Suicides in  Virginia



“Health in All” Policies

• Transportation

• Land use

• Built environment

• Taxes

• Housing

• Agriculture

• Environmental justice

• Etc. 

Health and 

illness 



Connecting the Dots
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The determinants of wellbeing



Community investment 
and population health



The Return on Investment



Collective Impact

Kania and Kramer, Stanford Social Innovation Review, Jan 21, 2013







“Live Well San Diego”
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