Recognizing that oral health is increasingly acknowledged to be
an integral part of health outcomes and the need for greater
iIntegration among dental and health care providers, Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU) Schools of Nursing and
Dentistry collaborated to develop a program that partners nurse
practitioners with dentist/physicians (DDS/MDs) to create a new
model of health services that will provide comprehensive oral
health and physical health promotion and disease prevention to
meet the needs of vulnerable populations.

This collaboration will foster interdisciplinary education and may
lead to transformations in health care delivery by enhancing
collaborations among dentistry and nursing to provide greater
access to medical/nursing and dental services. The project could
better serve the needs of our patients and potentially reduce
modifiable healthcare expenses in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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This project is funded by a grant from a Medicaid HMO that is
contracted with the Virginia Department of Medical Assistance
Services. Target population: the underserved and vulnerable
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